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Maggie and the Mission 

By ReadWorks 

 
Maggie pulled her red hat over her head as she stepped into the cold. Her brother, 

Jamie, had taken Maggie to her favorite diner after school to get a cup of hot chocolate. As 

they sipped their warm treats, Maggie told Jamie about her homework. Her teacher had asked 

Maggie’s class to brainstorm community service projects the class could do together. When it 

started to get dark outside, they headed back home. 

Yuck, she thought as her rain boot landed in a big puddle of slush. January was not her 

favorite month in New York City. It was cold and wet, and she could hardly play outside! They 

began their trek back home. She dreamt of her warm bed as a cold wind whipped past her. 

The block was empty—the two were the only pair walking down the snowy sidewalk. Well, at 

least that’s what Maggie thought. All of a sudden, out of the corner of her eye, she saw 

something move. Maggie stopped in her tracks. She looked toward the source of the 

movement in curiosity. A bundle of blankets was piled on top of several cardboard pieces that 

had been placed over the sidewalk. Maggie stepped closer. She didn’t see any movement 

anymore. But then, out of the blankets emerged a man. He wore an old, ragged jacket—it 

looked like one Maggie had seen in movies, the kind that soldiers wear. There were holes in 

the elbows. On his hands he wore dirty black gloves, and the fabric for the thumb on the right 

hand had been torn off. 

“Hello!” Maggie said, wishing she had more blankets for him. 



“Well hello, could you help a fellow out?” he replied in a deep voice. 

“Oh, I don’t have anything...” Maggie said, as she felt around her pockets. Jamie pulled 

out a dollar bill from his wallet and placed it in the man’s hands. 

“Thank you so much,” he said. 

Maggie and Jamie smiled at him and kept on walking. 

Once they arrived home, Maggie told her dad about the man on the street. He was busy 

preparing dinner. 

“It’s really hard for them out there, especially during the winter months. The homeless 

shelters in the city don’t have enough room for everyone,” he told her. 

Her dad went back to cooking, but Maggie couldn’t stop thinking about the man. During 

dinner, she remained quiet and thought about what she could do to help those without a 

home. She figured it would be perfect for her class’s community service project. 

Once she finished eating, she rushed to the computer to do some research. She found 

the Annual Homeless Assessment Report to Congress that had been published by the U.S. 

government in January 2013. It said that 610,042 Americans were homeless on any given 

night. That meant one in 514 people. Maggie could hardly wrap her head around that number. 

She tried to look up different homeless shelters around New York City. 

She clicked on a link. “The Bowery Mission, Rebuilding Lives Since 1879,” Maggie read 

aloud. The Bowery Mission is an organization that provides meals, shelter, and services to the 

underserved population. 

“Jamie!” she called out. “I found something that we can do!” 

As he started to walk toward her, she excitedly told him about the volunteer 

opportunities at the Bowery Mission. They could sign up to serve meals to the homeless. 

“Last year, the volunteers were able to provide more than 382,400 meals to the 

homeless in New York City!” Maggie said, pointing to the computer screen. 

She looked up information on how to volunteer to tell her teacher the next day. They 

could help prepare meals, serve them, and clean up afterward. And the next time Maggie 

walked down the block, she packed a granola bar and a banana to give to the man she’d seen 

on the street. 
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1. (RL4.3) Part A:   In Maggie and the Mission, what can be learned about Maggie at the end of the story? 
a. She is annoyed. 
b. She is compassionate. 
c. She is frustrated. 
d. She is hopeless. 
 
(RL 4.1) Part B: Which line from the story best supports the answer to part A? 
a. Maggie and Jamie smiled at him and kept on walking. 
b. All of a sudden, out of the corner of her eye, she saw something move. 
c. She dreamt of her warm bed as a cold wind whipped past her. 
d. She looked up information on how to volunteer to tell her teacher the next day. 

 
2. (RL 4.3) Part A: Which statement best describes the main character at the beginning of the story? 

a. Maggie absolutely loves winter weather. 
b. Maggie is excited to wear her new rain clothes. 
c. Maggie dislikes winter weather. 
d. Maggie dreams to live in New York City. 

 
(RL 4.1) Part B: Which sentence from the story best supports the answer to Part A? 
a. Her brother, Jamie, had taken Maggie to her favorite diner after school to get a cup of hot 

chocolate. 
b. It was cold and wet, and she could hardly play outside! 
c. A bundle of blankets was piled on top of several cardboard pieces that had been placed over the 

sidewalk. 
d. The homeless shelters in the city don’t have enough room for everyone. 

 
3. (RL 4.3) Part A: Maggie is interested in learning about the problem of __________________. 

a. Starvation 
b. Homelessness 
c. World Peace 
d. Adoption 

 
(RL 4.3) Part B: What evidence from the passage best supports this conclusion? 
a. “It said that 610,042 Americans were homeless on any given night. That meant one in 514 people.” 
b. “The Bowery Mission is an organization that provides meals, shelter, and services to the 

underserved population.” 
c. “As he started to walk toward her, she excitedly told him about the volunteer opportunities at the 

Bowery Mission.” 
d. “Once she finished eating, she rushed to the computer to do some research.” 

 
4. (RL 4.3) Read the following sentences: “Her dad went back to cooking, but Maggie couldn’t stop thinking 

about the man. During dinner, she remained quiet and thought about what she could do to help those 
without a home.” Based on this information, what conclusion can you make about Maggie? 

a. She knows a lot about the problem of homelessness. 
b. She is thoughtful and wants to help people.  
c. She has lots of money that she can spend freely. 
d. She does not take action on the issues that matter to her. 

 



Victory 
(1) She gritted her teeth 
(2) and took a breath as she 
(3) crouched at the line.  
 
(4) She paused,  
(5) the sound of her own heart  
(6) beating beating beating 
 
(7) A quick glance to the right 
(8) and to the left was all it took.  
(9) No one would pass her this time. 
 
(10) This time would be different.  
(11) This time she would 
(12) feel the rush  
(13) hear the cheers 
(14) be at the finish first. 
 
(15) She would finally feel the heavy weight 
(16) lifted from her heart  
(17) and draped around her neck instead.  
(18) Joy would fill places  
(19) where before only worry lived.  
 
(20) This time, 
(21) victory was 
(22) hers.  
 
--Anonymous 
Copyright 2013 M. Celley-Anderson  www.fourthgradestudio.blogspot.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



5. (RL 4.3) Part A: Based on the events in the poem, which statement best describes the girl at the end of 
the poem? 

a. She was terrified she would lose. 
b. She was thankful she got to race. 
c. She was upset that she could not run. 
d. She was determined she would win. 
 
(RL 4.1) Part B: Which detail best supports the answer to part A? 
a. “This time would be different…” 
b. “This time, victory was hers.” 
c. “Feel the rush” 
d. “beating, beating, beating” 

 
6. (RL 4.4) Part A: What is meant by the phrase “Joy would fill places where before only worry lived”? 

a. happiness from destruction 
b. pain from injury 
c. relief from nervousness 
d. beauty from ashes 

 
(RL 4.1) Part B: Which lines from Victory best demonstrate the answer to part a? 
a. “heavy weight lifted from her heart” 
b. “be at the finish first” 
c. “sound of her heart beating” 
d. “gritted her teeth and took a breath” 

 
7. (RL 4.3) In Victory what can be learned about the girl from reading lines 1-6? 

a. She is preparing for a test. 
b. She is preparing for a race. 
c. She is preparing for a doctor’s appointment. 
d. She is preparing to go to a new school. 
 
(RL 4.1) Part B:  What detail supports part a? 
a. “She gritted her teeth” 
b. “and took a breath” 
c. “crouched at the line” 
d. “the sound of her own heart” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

8. (RL 4.2)  Part A:  Use the chart below to assist in completing the following task. 
 
The theme of Victory is: ________________________________________ 
 
Evidence from lines 1-4 to support my theme: 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Evidence from lines 5-8 to support my theme: 
____________________________________________________________ 
 
Evidence from lines 9-12 to support my theme: 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Part B. Using your answer from Part A, write an essay to explain and support your theme statement. Be sure 
to include evidence from the text to support your choice. Your response should: 

 State the theme of the text clearly 

 Support your choice with evidence 

 Use correct capitalization (L.4.2a) 

 Spell grade-appropriate words correctly (L.4.2d) 

 Provide a concluding statement.  

 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Acceptance These texts have characters that respect & accept others' differences and beliefs. 

Courage 
These texts have brave characters that have the strength to overcome a fear or accept a 

risk. 

Perseverance These texts have characters who never give up even when facing difficult times. 

Cooperation These texts have characters who work together to solve a problem or achieve a goal. 

Compassion These texts have characters who want to make those who are suffering feel better. 

Honesty These texts have characters who find that it is best to always tell the truth. 

Kindness These texts have friendly characters that are generous and considerate of others. 

Loyalty 
These texts have characters that trust each other and never turn their backs on their 

friends. 
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