

Acquisition Lesson Plan Concept:  Main Ideas/Summary
Acquisition Lessons need to be differentiated; use multiple methods of presentation, strategic instruction and assessment to differentiate learning.  Differentiation is italicized within the lesson.
Author Name(s):  Katherine West
Grade:  5




Time Frame:  _5 or 6 90 min. class periods_______________
	Pre-requisite(s):  
Students should have some experience with writing a summary


	Common Core Standard(s):  RI.5.2   Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.

	Essential Question:  

How can a reader effectively summarize an informational text to capture the main ideas?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
What do students need to learn to be able to answer the Essential Question?

Assessment Prompt(AP) #1:  Recognize how ideas are organized an informational text
Assessment Prompt         #2:  Determine two or more main ideas of a text
Assessment Prompt         #3:  Explain how the main ideas are supported by key details
Assessment Prompt         #4:  Summarize the main ideas in an informational text, capturing the most 
                                              important piece



	Activating Strategy:  

1. Pass out a clock organizer and have each student make a date with other classmates for the following times:  3:00, 6:00, 9:00, and 12:00. 
2. Show video: "Life In Shantytowns During the Great Depression."
3. Ask students to jot down 3 observations or questions they have about the video.

4. Discuss those observations/questions with your 12:00 partner

5. Debrief with the whole class – share out

Content Vocabulary Preview – Word Splash

1. Post content vocabulary words on the board or overhead in random order.

2. Explain to students that they will be learning about the Great Depression, and these are key terms.

3. Ask students to create a paragraph with the content vocabulary from the word splash, making predictions about the lesson.
4. Have students share their paragraphs with their 12:00 partner, adding to or changing their paragraphs if they receive new information
	Key Vocabulary Words to Preview:  
Instructional Vocab.
Main idea

summary 

types of text structure

key details

Content Vocab.
Invest                            

stock
Great Depression          

Dust Bowl

Stock market                

 Drought

Poverty                         

 Social Security


	Teaching Strategies:  

Collaborative pairs           Paired Reading         Make A Date        Modeling/Think-Aloud        
Guided practice          Letter to absent student       The Important Thing              $2.00 Summary      
Word Splash 

Primary sources: newsreel video clip, photos

Graphic Organizers:  

Let’s Make a Date organizer (Attachment 1)                Photo Organizer (Attachment 2)
Vocabulary Organizer (Attachment 3)                           Main Idea Graphic Organizer  (Attachment 4)            

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Instruction:  
1. SAY: We will be learning about the Great Depression. This was a time in our nation’s history in which people faced many personal and economic struggles.  There were several causes of the Depression, and as we read about it today, I want you to think about these causes and how they affected people. 
2. Introduce the essential question: How can a reader effectively summarize an informational text to capture the main ideas?
3. SAY: In this lesson, we’ll be reading several online articles about the Great Depression. We’re using these articles to practice finding the main ideas of a text, the supporting details, and using those to write an effective summary.  The Great Depression represents a turning point in our nation’s history, and many things that occurred during the depression still impact us today. (Note:  To accommodate learners who may need text in an alternate format, students can hear an audio version by clicking on the speaker.  If students encounter unfamiliar vocabulary, they can highlight a word and click on it, and the word’s definition will appear.  Additionally, the article can be translated into other languages for ELL students)
4. Ask students to look at the article, “Great Depression” either online (preferred), or in print.  This article is from the UDel Library search – elementary – Britannica  Online, http://www.school.eb.com/elementary/article?articleId=353208
5. Ask students to meet with their 3:00 date, determine who will be #1 (older) and #2 (younger)
 and discuss the following questions:
(note: do NOT read the article yet, just skim it)

SAY:
-What type of article is this – fiction, informational, drama, poetry? Informational 
- How do you know? It has text features 

- Where else would you see similar articles? Social Studies, science, magazine articles, Internet articles
- What text features does the article have? Headings, subheadings, photos, captions

- Why do authors of informative text include these features? They let the reader know what information will be in that section, they make information easier to find, etc.
      6.  Ask the younger student from each pair to report out to the class as a whole

      7.  With your partner, read the article (Use the strategy “Read and Say Something”)

      8.  After reading, each pair will describe how the text is structured (note: students may describe this

           in different ways – cause/effect, problem/solution, heading/subheading)

     AP #1: Recognize how ideas are organized an informational text 

Ask the older student in each pair to share out with the class.  Create a class poster with student responses: “Ways ideas can be organized in informational text” – this poster can be added to as students read different informational texts

Instruction:
1. Ask students to meet with their 6:00 date.  Have students determine who will be #1 (older) and #2 (younger)
2. Post images of the Great Depression around the classroom (at least 10).  Number each image.  Have students take a gallery walk to examine the images. (or you may have students pass the images around)
(Images are from the Library of Congress, Prints & Photographs Division, FSA-OWI Collection – choose a variety of images to print, such as children playing, soup lines, migrant workers, the Dust Bowl, homeless families, etc.)
(http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/fsahtml/fahome.html)

3. In partners, have students examine the photos and complete the photo graphic organizer:
              -   What is happening in the photo?

              -   When do you think this took place?  
              -   What clues from the picture make you think that?

              -   Write a title for the each photo
              -   Write any questions you have about the photo.  
4. Have the 2s share a few titles with the class

5. SAY: Do you notice similarities in our titles? In our questions?  You used details from the photos to draw a conclusion about what was happening at that time in history.  It’s the same when you read a story or article, you use supporting details to determine the main idea of that text.  The main idea of a text is what the text is mostly about, just like a title tells you what a piece of informational text is about.  Sometimes, a text can have more than one main idea. To find the main ideas in a text, we need to consider more than just the topic, or what the text is about.  The main idea is the topic plus the author’s use of details about the topic. Think of it as what the author wants you to remember about the topic when you read. Here’s a formula to help you remember:

                                       topic + author’s use of details = main idea

Sometimes the author tells you how he or she feels about the topic; other times, you must infer it by using text clues and your own background knowledge.  
6. Refer back to the content vocabulary from the activating strategy:  invest, stock, drought, Dust Bowl, Social Security.  
· Introduce new words in context (ex. I like to invest my money in stocks, or portions of companies.  It hadn’t rained for months – the area was experiencing a drought. Etc.)
· Ask students to write their own definition (see graphic organizer)
· Ask students to create an illustration of the word/concept
· With numbered pairs (1s and 2s), check each other’s work
7. SAY: First, you will practice finding the main ideas in an informational text.  
8. With a partner, read “Great Depression,” http://www.school.eb.com/elementary/article?articleId=353208 using “Read-and-Say-Something”.  Partner 1 reads the first paragraph aloud, while partner 2 follows along silently.  When partner 1 finishes reading, partner 2 says something (asks a question, summarizes, makes a connection) to what partner 1 read.  Then the roles reverse, and partner 2 reads while partner 1 listens. (Note:  This article can be read aloud online) 
9. Finding two or more main ideas in an informational text is a new concept for fifth grade.  Model how to determine the main ideas using the article students just read with the main ideas graphic organizer. Complete the organizer with students as students follow along.  Questions to ask:

· First, identify the topic of this section of text. What’s a word or phrase that sums up the section “A Scary Time in America”? (ex: Causes of the Great Depression)
· Next, what is an important detail from the selection? (ex: In 1929 the stock market crashed, people lost their money)
· What is another important detail from the selection? (ex: People lost their jobs, no one had money to buy anything, so companies went out of business.)
· What is another important detail from the selection? (ex: Drought created a dust bowl in the Great Plains; farmers could not grow crops)
· Now, look at the topic and details you identified from the section.  Let’s come up with the main idea for this section.  Remember, the main idea is the topic plus what the author wants you to remember. The main idea can be inferred from the details. What is the most important idea in this section? (ex: The Great Depression was a scary time because the country suffered economically and lacked food resources.)
10. After completing the first section as a whole class, you and your partner will complete the second section of the graphic organizer to determine the main idea of the section titled: “The New Deal”.  
Assessment Prompt #2: Determine the main ideas of the text (2+)
          Have 1s share their main ideas with the class.
Instruction:
1. Refer back to the photo activity above. Ask: How did details in the photos help you create a title for the picture?  It’s the same way with supporting details in a text.  Supporting details work together to help you understand the main idea.

2. Model with the article “Dust Bowl” (note:  this article is available online with text-to-speech capability) http://www.school.eb.com/elementary/article?articleId=390020 
3. SAY: Understanding supporting details helps you understand the main ideas of an informational text.  The key details that support a main idea can be found in different places in the text.  Each paragraph in an informational text can have a main idea – these ideas work together to lead to an overall main idea.
Look for:

· Sentences in paragraphs or sections

· Any graphics such as photos, diagrams, or maps and the captions that explain them

· Any sidebars – extra information about the topic

· Vocabulary words, particularly words in bold print

4. Read the first paragraph of the article “Dust Bowl” aloud – project the article so students can see it.  As a think-aloud, model how you determine the main idea of the paragraph (creation of the “Dust Bowl”), and talk about how details from the text support that main idea (worst drought in US history, high winds stir up soil, affected states in Great Plains).Underline supporting details as you read.  Complete the graphic organizer, “Main ideas” again, but emphasize how the details support the main idea of the paragraph.

5. Students get into numbered heads (1s and 2s) with their 9:00 dates.

6. Ask students to go online to collaboratively read the rest of the article (or it can be printed), and as they read, they can complete the graphic organizer. 

Assessment Prompt #3: Explain how the main ideas are supported by key details
(Check student graphic organizers for understanding)

Instruction:
1. Model how you would use the device below to create a summary from the main idea graphic organizer.  Model with the main idea graphic organizer from the “Great Depression” article. Use the template below to organize the key details of the article into a summary.
The important thing about the Dust Bowl is ___________________.

(detail sentence about the Dust Bowl)

(detail sentence about the Dust Bowl)
(detail sentence about the Dust Bowl)
But, the most important thing about the Dust Bowl is ____________________.

2.  Ask students to work with their 9:00 partners to write a summary using the same template with their graphic organizer from the “Dust Bowl” article.
Assessment Prompt #4:  Summarize the main ideas in an informational text, capturing the most important piece

Have partners share out summary statements with other pairs.  Collect summaries to check for student understanding.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Assignment:  
Students will read “The Great Depression and the Dusty Thirties” (either independently or with a partner), and determine the supporting details and main ideas in the text.  They will complete a “Main Ideas” graphic organizer for the text, then write a $2.00 summary (each word worth .50) about the article.


	Summarizing Strategy:  
All students will write a letter to an absent student answering the essential question:

 How can a reader effectively summarize an informational text to capture the main ideas?


	Resources/Citations:  
UDLib/SEARCH –Free in all DE public schools. If working from home, contact your school librarian for the username and password.
Activating Strategy Video:

 Activating Strategy:

Video: 

       "Life In Shantytowns During the Great Depression." Thought Equity Motion Collections [Video] 1930. 
       Gale Student Resources In Context. Web. 27 Mar. 2012. 
displayGroupName=Videos&limiter=&total=6&query=&prodId=SUIC&action=e&windowstate

=normal&catId=GALE%7C00000000MJ1W¤tPage=1&view=docDisplay&documentId=GALE% 7CPC4295840083&mode=view&userGroupName=dove10524&jsid=de9f8f3000e493dde2708a21cebf75a6" 
http://ic.galegroup.com/ic/suic/VideosDetailsPage/VideosDetailsWindow
displayGroupName=Videos&limiter=&total=6&query=&prodId=SUIC&action=e&windowstate

=normal&catId=GALE%7C00000000MJ1W¤tPage=1&view=docDisplay&documentId=GALE% 7CPC4295840083&mode=view&userGroupName=dove10524&jsid=de9f8f3000e493dde2708a21cebf75a6

Assessment Prompt 1 article:

“Great Depression ." Britannica Elementary Encyclopedia. Encyclopedia Britannica Online School Edition.
Encyclopedia Britannica, 2011. Web. 6  Mar.  2011. http://www.school.eb.com/elementary/article?articleId=353208
Assessment Prompt 2 photos:

Library of Congress: America from the Great Depression to WWII: Black-and-White Photographs from the FSA-OWI 1935-1945 http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/fsahtml/fahome.html
or Word Book Encyclopedia Online

http://www.worldbookonline.com/student/search?st1=Great+Depression&searchprop=WBSM#
Assessment Prompt 2 article:

"Great Depression." Kids InfoBits. Thomson Gale, 2005.   Reproduced in Kids InfoBits.  Detroit:  Gale, 2011.   http://galenet.galegroup.com/servlet/KidsInfoBits
Assessment Prompt 3 & 4 article:

" Dust Bowl ." Britannica Elementary Encyclopedia. Encyclopedia Britannica Online School Edition.
Encyclopedia Britannica, 2011. Web. 25  Jan. 2011. http://www.school.eb.com/elementary/article?articleId=390020
Assignment Article:

“The Great Depression and the Dusty Thirties. ”CRINKLES. LMS Associates LLC.

Nov./Dec. 2000, pp. 46-49.  Web. 28 Feb. 2011
http://discoverer.prod.sirs.com/discoweb/disco/do/article?urn=urn%3Asirs%3AUS%3BARTICLE%3

BART%3B0000126743



Attachment 1

Name:  _______________________________

My appointment calendar for _______________________________________


Attachment 2
Photograph Graphic Organizer

Names:  ________________________________








Date:  ___________________________

Images of the Great Depression

	Photo

Number
	What is happening in 

the photograph?
	When do you think the photo

was taken?
	What clues in the photo

make you think that?
	Write 3 adjectives

to describe the photo
	Write any questions you have about the photo.

	1
	
	
	
	1.

2.

3.
	

	2
	
	
	
	1.

2.

3.
	

	3
	
	
	
	1.

2.

3.
	

	4
	
	
	
	1.

2.

3..
	

	5
	
	
	
	1.

2.

3..
	

	6
	
	
	
	1.
2.

3..
	

	7
	
	
	
	1.

2.

3.
	

	8
	
	
	
	1.

2.

3.
	

	9
	
	
	
	1.

2.

3..
	

	10
	
	
	
	1.

2.

3.
	


Attachment 3

Vocabulary Graphic Organizer

Name:  ________________________




Date:  _______________

Directions:  Write a definition in your own words for the words below, then illustrate what that word means to you.

	Word
	Definition in your own words
	Illustration

	invest


	
	

	stock


	
	

	drought


	
	

	Dust Bowl


	
	

	Social Security


	
	


Attachment 4
Name:  ______________________________

Date:  ____________________________

Article:  ______________________________

MAIN IDEA GRAPHIC ORGANIZER

Topic

Detail


Detail


Detail

Main

 Idea


Topic

Detail

Detail

Detail

Main

 Idea

Attachment 5
Name:  _____________________________________Date:  _________________________________

Directions:  Write a definition in your own words for the terms below, then illustrate what that word means to you.

	Word
	Definition in your own words
	A picture to help you remember the word

	Invest


	
	

	stock


	
	

	stock market


	
	

	Drought


	
	

	Dust Bowl


	
	

	New Deal


	
	

	Social Security


	
	


Attachment 6
Names:  _________________________________________Date:  ______________________

Images of the Great Depression
	Photo Number
	What is happening in the photograph?
	When do you think the photo was taken?
	What clues in the photo make you think that?
	Write a title for the photo
	Write any questions you have about the photo.
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Lesson plan format adapted from Learning-Focused Strategies.  Thompson, M., Thompson, J. (2011).  





