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In 1942, during World War 11, the United States was
experiencing a severe shortage of natural rubber. A syn-
thetic form was desperately
needed for the production of

gas masks, boots, and tires. The

military turned to the General

Electric Company for an answer.

At the company's lab in New Haven, Connecticut,
James Wright went to work on the project. He tried every
chemical combination he could think of. But nbth'mg
produced the effect he needed until he mixed boric acid
and silicone oil. Together, the substances became a soft,
rubbery compound.

Lixcited, Wright began experimenting with his cre-
ation. He discovered that when tossed on the floor, the

plastic putty didn’t just bounce—it bounced better and
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