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Essential Question

“How does reading about the past 
help us make better decisions?”

“Why is it important for writers to 
recount historical events?”

A Long Journey to 
Freedom



Additional Texts

14 copies



DIVIDE the 

unit into weeks 
and 

DISTRIBUTE 
the standards

Week Standards Texts

1

Slavery and 
Underground 
Railroad

• Determine the meaning of the new word 
(prejudice) (L.2.4b)

• Describe how words supply meaning in a 
poem or song (RL.2.4)

• Ask and answer questions such as why 
and how (RL.2.1)

The Drinking Gourd 
“Harriet Tubman”
“Words Like Freedom”

2

Underground 
Railroad

• Recount stories and determine the 
central message (RL.2.2) (SL.2.2)

• Identify the main purpose, including 
what the author wants to explain (RI.2.6)

• Write narratives (W.2.3)
• Ask for clarification as needed (SL.2.1.c) Reader's Theater for 

Henry's Freedom Box
STEM Lesson will be 
linked online soon for 
Friend on Freedom River

The Patchwork Quilt
Additional Text to get  
from your library

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pw6N_eTZP2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pw6N_eTZP2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pw6N_eTZP2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pw6N_eTZP2U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pw6N_eTZP2U
http://www.proteacher.org/a/29397_Harriet_Tubman_by_Eloise_Greenfield.html
http://langstonhugheslai513.blogspot.com/2008/03/words-like-freedom-by-langston-hughes.html
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCAQFjAA&url=https://elementarylibraryroutines.wikispaces.com/file/view/HENRYS+FREEDOM+BOX.doc&ei=z8JjVI2LOpOPyAS4m4CYCg&usg=AFQjCNGKVKq1H8V58N-KsZo4o9cXJRAb5w&sig2=-7C4KDbqosE_aq6tUckKtA&bvm=bv.79189006,d.aWw&cad=rja
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=0CCAQFjAA&url=https://elementarylibraryroutines.wikispaces.com/file/view/HENRYS+FREEDOM+BOX.doc&ei=z8JjVI2LOpOPyAS4m4CYCg&usg=AFQjCNGKVKq1H8V58N-KsZo4o9cXJRAb5w&sig2=-7C4KDbqosE_aq6tUckKtA&bvm=bv.79189006,d.aWw&cad=rja


Week Standards Texts

3

Abraham 
Lincoln
and 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr.

• Ask and answer questions such as why and 
how (RI.2.1)

• Describe the connection between a series 
of historical events (RI.2.3)

• Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases in a text (RI.2.4)

• Acknowledge differences in the points of 
view of characters, including speaking in a 
different voice (RL.2.6)

• Form and use past tense irregular verbs
(L.2.1.d)

Brain Pop on Abraham 
Lincoln
Video on Abe-Animated 
Hero Classic

4

Civil Rights

• Identify main purpose, including what the 
author wants to explain (RI.2.6)

• Explain how specific images contribute to a 
text (RI.2.7)

• Write opinion pieces (W.2.1)
• Use reflexive pronouns (L.2.1.c)

Abe’s Honest Words
Additional Text to get  
from your library

Ongoing 
Standards
W.2.5
RF standards

http://www.brainpopjr.com/socialstudies/biographies/abrahamlincoln/preview.weml
http://www.brainpopjr.com/socialstudies/biographies/abrahamlincoln/preview.weml
http://vimeo.com/48291303
http://vimeo.com/48291303
http://vimeo.com/48291303
http://vimeo.com/48291303


Week Standards Texts

5

Ruby 
Bridges 
and Sit-
ins

• Compare and contrast the most 
important point in two texts on the
same topic (RI.2.9)

• Recount stories and determine their 
central message (RL.2.2)

• Describe how characters in a story 
respond to major challenges (RL.2.3)

• Acknowledge differences in the points of 
view of characters, including speaking in 
a different voice (RL.2.6)

• Use information gained from 
illustrations to demonstrate
understanding (RL.2.7)

6 • Ask and answer questions such as why 
and how (RL.2.1)

• Recount stories and determine the 
central message (RL.2.2)

• With support, use digital tools to 
produce writing (W.2.6)

• Participate in share research (W.2.7)
• Recall information to gather information 

(W.2.8)

Research option


