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SECOND GRADE 

This is a collection of writing samples collected from second grade students at the end of the fourth quarter 

of 2011-2012.  Teachers were asked to submit point in time examples of proficient performance of the 

second grade writing standards.   

Although the style, sentence formation, usage, and mechanics covered in the language standards were 

considered, the primary focus for selection was the content covered in the writing standards.  Annotations 

are included. 
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W.2.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an 

opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect 

opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OREO Opinion Writing Plan 

O- State an opinion 

R- Give reasons to support your opinion 

E- Elaborate/Explain to support your reasons 

O- Restate your opinion and provide closure 

Plan 

Draft 

http://www.google.com/imgres?q=oreo+cookie&hl=en&sa=X&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&biw=1024&bih=616&tbm=isch&tbnid=eQU9MfAaDWe4SM:&imgrefurl=http://taxprof.typepad.com/taxprof_blog/2012/03/tax-profs.html&docid=FAlPgxzA3yaZbM&imgurl=http://taxprof.typepad.com/.a/6a00d8341c4eab53ef015434e91194970c-200wi&w=180&h=231&ei=zf68T9m7Famq2gWQ-sWKDw&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=542&vpy=183&dur=594&hovh=184&hovw=144&tx=74&ty=77&sig=108004386060175388157&page=1&tbnh=124&tbnw=97&start=0&ndsp=18&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0,i:144
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Annotation 

The writer of this piece 

 introduces a topic and states an opinion. 

o I think the best story of stone soup was The Real Story of Stone Soup. 

 supplies reasons that support the opinion. 

o First, I think it was funny… 

o Next, I think it was the best one.  I think it was the best one because it was different from all the 

others… 

o Then, I think it was a good version… 

o Finally, I think it was funny at the end… 

 uses linking words to connect opinion and reasons. 

o because 

 provides a concluding statement. 

o That was the best story of stone soup I read. 
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Annotation 

The writer of this piece 

 introduces a topic and states an opinion. 

o I would love to live in Chewandswallow! 

 supplies reasons that support the opinion. 

o I want to live there because you wouldn’t have to cook food!!! 

o …you wouldn’t have to feed your dog or cat. 

o Plus, it’ll rain delicious food, or snow delicious food or blow delicious food, 

 uses linking words to connect opinion and reasons. 

o because 

 provides a concluding statement. 

o That’s why I would adore to live in Chewandswallow! 
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Annotation 

The writer of this piece 

 introduces a topic and states an opinion. 

o I think a garden would improve our playground. 

 supplies reasons that support the opinion. 

o We could pick food and take it home. 

o The teachers could pick food for our snacks. 

o If there were flowers, we might see butterflies.  So we could study the butterfly life cycle. 

o We would eat healthy because you can’t grow chips! 

 provides a concluding statement. 

o That is why I think a garden would improve our playground. 

 

Not evident- uses linking words to connect opinion and reasons. 

 

Plan 

 

Draft 
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W.2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to 

develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annotation 

The writer of this piece 

 introduces a topic. 

o Would you like to know how to paint a still life picture? 

 Uses facts and definitions to develop points. 

o A still life is a painting that someone painted.  For example, a bowl of fruit on a table is a still life 

because you would see it in real life. 

o First, set up what you want to paint… 

o Next, sketch… 

o Then, paint… 

 Provides a concluding statement or section. 

o In conclusion, a still life painting is a painting that looks realer than real.  Remember to follow all 

these steps to make a still life painting.  Don’t draw small and don’t get paint on your clothes.  

Do you think you know how to paint a still life painting? 
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W.2.3 Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include 

details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order and provide a 

sense of closure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annotation 

The writer of this piece 

 writes a narrative and recounts a short sequence of events. 

o Once there was a little pea.  He went to school.  Everybody in his entire school was a bully to 

him.  Especially the big Pickle.  He was the biggest bully in the entire school.  He would bully all 

of the friendly ones.  But the friendly ones would step up and tell a teacher.  And when they tell 

a teacher, they go to the principal’s office.  So he went to the principal’s office.  The little pea 

was happy that the pickle left the school. 

 includes details to describe thoughts and feelings. 

o The little pea was happy that the pickle left the school. 

 provides a concluding statement. 

o The little pea was happy that the pickle left the school. 

 

NOT EVIDENT- includes details to describe action. 

uses temporal words to signal event order 
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Annotation 

The writer of this piece 

 writes a narrative and recounts a well-elaborated or short sequence of events. 

o James is a kid that loves to play video games.  His parents told him to stop playing that GAME! 

But he wouldn’t stop.   They said to stop or your eyes will turn red.  But he wouldn’t stop.  One 

day he fell asleep and his dad ALMOST got the game, but he didn’t.  As quick as a mouse he got 

the game.  When will he ever stop?  Probably when he gets red eyes.  And that actually 

happened but he didn’t just get red eyes, he got tardies on his report card.  So they threw the 

game away and he never played again. 

 includes details to describe actions, thoughts and feelings. 

o His parents told him to stop playing that GAME! 

o As quick as a mouse he got the game. 

 provides a concluding statement. 

o So they threw the game away and he never played again. 

o  

NOT EVIDENT- Uses temporal words to signal event order 
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W.2.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single topic to 

produce a report; record science observations) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annotation  

The writers of this piece 

 participates in shared research. 

o research animals 

 participates in a writing project. 

o Each class member chose a different animal to research. 


