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Specificity of Learning Objectives 

Too General Too Specific Appropriately Specific 

Understand the fundamental 
concepts of growth and 
development. 

Describe the function of the 
respiratory system in three 
sentences. 

Identify basic human body 
systems and their functions. 

Use the process of science 
inquiry. 

Describe three observations 
about how bean plants grow, 
using four pictures and at least 
four numbers. 

Record and describe 
observations with pictures, 
numbers, or words. 

Identify key ideas and details in a 
story. 

Identify the characters in 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears. 

Identify characters in a story. 

“Minding the gap suggests action 
that is taken during instruction to 
support and keep students from 
falling into a pattern of low 
achievement or disengagement.” 
pg.12 

State objectives as a GOAL 
-simple, student-friendly language 
-in terms of the knowledge and skills, rather 
than activities 

Goldilocks Rule 
Not too Broad 

Not too Specific 
Just Right 
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Teach Students 
to Actively Seek 
and Use 
Feedback  

Define Effort 
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Cliff Young 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGFA2N0oS1Q 
 
http://www.elitefeet.com/the-legend-of-cliff-young 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Assignments for November 
 Practice writing appropriately specific goals 

 Come prepared to share how your students are: 
o interacting with the goal 
o using feedback 

 Come prepared to share how you are helping your students understand the 
relationship between effort and achievement 

 
Please send examples of your rubrics! 

 
 

Use Stories about Effort 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGFA2N0oS1Q
http://www.elitefeet.com/the-legend-of-cliff-young

