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Elementary Teachers 

Big idea- Declarative and Procedural Knowledge 

 

“The Big Four” One Teacher at a Time pg. 8 

1. Use a well-articulated curriculum 
2. Plan for delivery 
3. Vary assessment 
4. Give criterion-based feedback 

  

                   

      Set the Goal/Benchmark/Objective 

 

 Determine whether your goal is declarative or procedural so you will know if 

you need to organize or practice.   (You should not practice declarative 

objectives.) 

 

 

                                                Declarative Knowledge (factual) 

  Purpose= generating new ideas 

  ORGANIZE 

 

  Takes place in the cerebrum 

 

   

   

 

  Procedural Knowledge 

    Purpose= do it automatically     

           and strategically 

       PRACTICE 

 

 

Takes place in the cerebellum 

 

 

 

Over-Arching Goals 
To Improve: 

1. Student Learning 
2. Pedagogical 

Automaticity 
3. Communication 
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Declarative objectives contain verbs that mean “knows” or “understands” 

 

Procedural objectives use any verb other than one meaning “knows” or 

“understands” 

 

DECLARATIVE PROCEDURAL 

 

Concepts 

 

Strategic 

 

Organized Facts 

 

Practice 

 

Facts 

 

STEPS 

 

The more factual information you can retain that is tied to a concept- the more 

likely you will generate new ideas. (This has me thinking and questioning how I’ve taught 

math facts and spelling words in the past…hmmm)  

 

*You can read more about declarative and procedural knowledge in One Principal 

at a Time in Chapter 4 The Middle of the Lesson. (Many facilitators copied 

pages from this chapter for their teachers) 

 

Assignment: 

Read Chapter 4 in One Teacher at a Time Varied Classroom Assessments 
 

Thinking 
Skills 


