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Academic Standards:
Fewer, Clearer, Higher…

• More focus, more depth

• Cross curricular and integrated

• Emphasis on literacy in the content area

• Thinking, problem-solving, and applying 
knowledge will be required





The Common Core State Standards

“[W]hile the Standards make reference to 
some particular forms of content, including 
mythology, foundational U.S. documents, and 
Shakespeare they do not—indeed, cannot—
enumerate all or even most of the content that 
students should learn. The Standards must 
therefore be complemented by a well-
developed, content-rich curriculum consistent 
with the expectations laid out in this 
document.”

- CCSS 
Preface 



paradigm shift

…term used to 

describe a change in 

basic assumptions 

… to change 

from one way 

of thinking to 

another

“Paradigm paralysis”

Perhaps the greatest barrier to a 

paradigm shift is the inability or 

refusal to see beyond the current 

models of thinking

… a major change in 

thinking and planning, 

which ultimately changes 

the way projects are 

implemented



Literacy

• Students will be required to draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

• Students will be asked to write an argument, write with the intent to 
inform or explain, or write a narrative.

• Extended items will require students to conduct a research project to 
gather and synthesize information from multiple sources. 

• Students will respond to different text formats, including audio, video 
or multimedia.



Big Shifts in

• Text complexity

• Analyze, infer, give evidence

• Writing to sources

• Mastery of writing and speaking

• Academic vocabulary



3 Types of Writing

• To argue

• To inform and explain

• To tell a story



Guess what grade level?
Over several sessions, the assessment could 
provide a set of sources (some more relevant than 
others) and require students to analyze them, 
evaluate their credibility and relevance, and draw 
on them as necessary in order to compose a 
coherent account of a subject or to take and 
defend a position on a controversial topic.

Grade 3
PARCC Grant - page 81



Read like a 

detective!

Write like an 

investigative reporter!



Major Shifts within Mathematics CCSS

Focus
•Fewer big ideas --- learn more 

•Learning of concepts is emphasized

Coherence
•Articulated progressions of topics and performances that are developmental 
and connected to other progressions

Application
•Being able to apply concepts and skills to new situations



Grade
Priorities in Support of Rich Instruction and Expectations of 

Fluency and Conceptual Understanding

K–2
Addition and subtraction, measurement using 

whole number quantities

3–5
Multiplication and division of whole numbers and 

fractions

6
Ratios and proportional reasoning; early 

expressions and equations

7
Ratios and proportional reasoning; arithmetic of 

rational numbers

8 Linear algebra

Critical Areas in Mathematics



8 CCSSM Mathematical 

Practices
Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them

Reason abstractly and quantitatively

Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning 

of others

Model with mathematics

Use appropriate tools strategically

Attend to precision

Look for and make use of structure

Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning

Standards for Mathematical Practice











Assessments will include 
sophisticated items, challenging 

performance tasks and innovative, 
computer-enhanced items.



“PARCC will design assessment items so that 
students with disabilities and English 

learners, who have a wide range of cognitive 
abilities, content knowledge and English 

proficiency, will be able to demonstrate what 
they know and can do.”  

PARCC Grant – page 74

What about students with disabilities or English learners?



• Audio files could be presented in text or image 
formats or with signing avatars.

• Video can include closed captioning or rich 
description.

• Text-to-speech and screen readers can provide 
auditory access to item content.

• Multiple language dictionaries can be made 
available for vocabulary support.

What about students with disabilities or English learners?



The following slides contain some 
examples of what assessment 

items MIGHT look like.

No sample items have been released, this is based on 
descriptions in the PARCC grant application.
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Want more information?


