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 Essential Question 
 

 
How do dramatic events influence the people we 

will become? 
 

How do life experiences shape our journey from 
childhood into adolescence? 

 

Coming of Age 





Literature 5th Grade  
Print Resources  

Unit 6 

Poems 
“Freedom” 
“I’m Nobody! Who are you?” 
“Dreams” 

5 copies of each title 

Informational Text 

or 

Read Aloud 

29 copies 

15 copies 

http://www.mrbauld.com/staffordw.html
http://www.online-literature.com/dickinson/448/
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/177833


Music and Songs 
Whistle While You Work 
Happy Days are Here Again 
Brother, Can You Spare a Dime? 
It Don’t Mean a Thing (If It Ain’t Got That Swing) 
Look for the Silver Lining 
 

Art 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6nFvMXrcz0w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iL0Qt7IF8Q4&feature=related
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eih67rlGNhU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDQpZT3GhDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDQpZT3GhDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDQpZT3GhDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qDQpZT3GhDg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wrcgChmEicI&feature=related


Additional Texts 

Already have 5 
copies 

Getting additional 
10 copies 

Already have 1 copy 
Getting additional 

28 copies 

Already have 1 copy 
Getting additional 

28 copies 



DIVIDE the unit 

into weeks and 

DISTRIBUTE 
the standards 

Week Standards Texts 

1 
RI.5.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a 
text and explain how they are supported by key 
details; summarize the text. 
RI.5.3 Explain the relationships or interactions 
between two or more individuals, events, ideas, 
or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical 
text based on specific information in the text. 
RI.5.4 Determine the meaning of general 
academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or 
subject area. 
RI.5.9 Integrate information from several texts 
on the same topic in order to write or speak 
about the subject knowledgeably.  

Online Resources:  Biography 
of Eleanor Roosevelt 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Letters from Dust Bowl 
Children to E. Roosevelt 
 

2 
RI.5.4 Determine the meaning of general 
academic and domain-specific words and 
phrases in a text relevant to a grade 5 topic or 
subject area. 
RI.5.6 Analyze multiple accounts of the same 
event or topic, noting important similarities and 
differences in the point of view they represent. 
RI.5.8 Explain how an author uses reasons and 
evidence to support particular points in a text, 
identifying which reasons and evidence support 
which point(s). 
RI.5.9 Integrate information from several texts 
on the same topic in order to write or speak 
about the subject knowledgeably. 



DIVIDE the unit 

into weeks and 

DISTRIBUTE 
the standards 

Week Standards Texts 
Option 1 

Texts  
Option 2 

Texts  
Option 3 

3 
RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a 
text when explaining what the 
text says explicitly and when 
drawing inferences from the 
text. 
RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a 
story, drama, or poem from 
details in the text, including how 
characters in a story or drama 
respond to challenges or how 
the speaker in a poem reflects 
upon a topic; summarize the 
text. 
RL.5.4 Determine the meaning 
of words and phrases as they 
are used in a text, including 
figurative language such as 
metaphors and similes.  
RL.5.9 Compare and contrast 
stories in the same genre (e.g., 
mysteries and adventure stories) 
on their approaches to similar 
themes and topics. 

Whole class read 
one or both of 
the following 
texts 

Literature Circles 
using the following 
two texts. 

Literature Circles  
using any 
combination of 
available texts. 

4 

5 

6 



Week Standards Essential Questions 

1 
RI.5.2  
RI.5.3  
RI.5.4  
RI.5.9 

2 
RI.5.4  
RI.5.6  
RI.5.8  
RI.5.9 

How do dramatic events 
influence the people we will 
become? 
 

3 
RL.5.1  
RL.5.2  
RL.5.4  
RL.5.9 

4 

5 

6 
How do life experiences 
shape our journey from 
childhood into adolescence? 
 



Students may have some 
previous knowledge of Eleanor 
Roosevelt from 3rd grade, Unit 4.  
While this text does not address 
Eleanor’s coming of age, this text 
may be a strong APK to help 
refresh their memories.   



Writing ideas for the first two weeks: 
 
What was the hardest aspect of life for children during the dust bowl? 
 
If your family lived in the dust bowl, would you have stayed or would you have 
moved west? 
 
After reading Out of the Dust, did Karen Hesse accurately portray life in the dust 
bowl? 
 
Have students write newspaper articles telling about particular aspects of the 
depression. 



Writing Ideas from Novels: 
 
Bud, Not Buddy 
Write to tell of Bud’s experiences while living with Mr. and Mrs. Amos, but tell the 
story from Toddy’s point of view. 



RESOURCES 

Susan Hensley 
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