 (
PERSUASIVE WRITING PROMPT
)
The year is 1862 and your brother has decided that he wants to join the Confederate army even though you will be headed off to help the Union army in just a few weeks.  As a strong advocate for Northern principles, you strongly disagree with his decision and hope to persuade him against this choice.  

What are some strong reasons you can give your brother to change his mind on this decision?  What can convince him to join forces with you instead?  Who/What inspired you to believe the way you do regarding the Civil War?

Write a letter to your brother and persuade him not to join the Confederate army.  Be sure to give specific reasons for your request.  
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WRITER’S CHECKLIST

1. Look at the ideas in your response.
_ Have you focused on one main idea?
_ Have you used enough detail to explain
yourself?
___ Have you put your thoughts in order?
___ Canothers understand what you are saying?

2. Think about what you want others to know and
feel after reading your paper.
_ Will others understand how you think or feel
about an idea?
_ Willothers feel angry, sad, happy, surprised,
or some other way about your response?
(Hint: Make your reader feel like you do
about your paper's subject.)
__ Doyouhave sentences of different lengths?
(Hint: Be sure you have a variety of sentence

lengths.)

Are your sentences alike? (Hint: Use different
kinds of sentences.)

3. Look at the words you have used.
Have you described things, places and
people the way they are? (Hint: Use enough
detail.)
Are youthe same person all the way through
your paper? (Hint: Check your verbs and
pronouns.)
Have you used the right words in the right
places?

4. Look at your handwriting

Can others read your handwriting with no
trouble?





