5th Grade, Unit 3
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TEACHER NOTES
First read- blue questions (key ideas and details)
Second 
read
- orange questions (craft and structure)
Third read (if necessary)- purple questions (integration of knowledge and ideas)
) (
Why does the author type certain words in italics in paragraph 2?  (
character
 speaking)  How is this typically marked in text? (
set
 apart with comma and quotation marks)
) (
How did they know that the baby’s family was gone? (“The dead lay sadly in blankets…)
) (
The passage refers to the men as “voyageurs.”  What does this word mean?  What words or phrases support your response?  (
travelers
; canoe, come to 
pick up
 furs-not from that place.  Students could also talk about the word “voyage” and its meaning.)
) (
What two things did the voyageurs know instantly about the baby on the rocky shore?
(“…she had been loved.”  “…family was gone.”
) (
What are the “figures” mentioned in paragraph 2?  Why did the author use this word? (
figures
 are bodies “…in blankets…”  This word paints a clear picture of what they look like-not like people any more…just mounds on the dirt… lifeless.)
) (
Why did Hat shiver when he thought of Tallow?  (“…she scared him with her temper.”  
) (
Why did the men come to the island?  Why would they want furs?  How does this relate to the pioneers that we studied in 
The Pioneer Sampler
?  (
sell
 or trade for furs…peddlers…etc.)
)[image: ] (
What is the “silent horror” the author is talking about in paragraph 2?  Why is this “contrasted strangely” with what is happening in the air?  (
birds
 are happy but all of the people are dead)
) (
Why were the men silent as they paddled toward the next island? How were they feeling? (
ashamed
, afraid, embarrassed, weak)
 What were they afraid of? (
catching
 Smallpox)
)
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The Girl from Spirit Island

(Excerpt from the book The Birchbark House by Louise Erdrich. Text ©1999 by Louise Erdrich. Used by Permission
of DisneysHyperion, an imprint of Disney Book Group LLC. All Rights Reserved.)

The only person left alive on the island was a baby girl. The tired men who had come there
to pick up furs from the Anishinabe people stood uneasily on the rocky shore. The voyageurs
watched from a distance as the baby crawled in a circle, whimpering and pitiful. Her tiny dress
of good blue wool was embroidered with white beads and ribbons, and her new makazins were
carefully sewn. It was clear she had been loved. It was also clear that the family who had loved
her was gone. Al of the fires in the village were cold. The dead lay sadly in blankets, curled as
though sleeping. Smallpox had killed them all.

The voyageurs trembled at the thought that the disease might already have chosen one
of them. Surely, they muttered, the baby had the sickness, too. She’s sick. She looks tired, said
one man when she lay down against one of the blanketed figures. Let her sleep. Birds were
singing, dozens of tiny white-throated sparrows. The trilling, rippling sweetness of their songs
contrasted strangely with the silent horror below. First one then the other of the men turned
away. They got back into their canoes.

As they paddled toward the next island, all were silent, thoughtful. Some wore hard
expressions. One man had tears in his eyes. His name was Hat: he thought of his wife and
decided he would tell her about the baby. If there was anyone in the world who'd go and
rescue that little girl, it was his wife. He shivered a little as he thought of her. He couldn’t help
it. Tallow, she was called, and sometimes she scared him with her temper. Other times, he was
amazed at her courage. He grimaced in shame—unlike him, his wife was afraid of nothing.
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