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Essential Questions

1.What inspires writers and how? 

Inspired by the Sea

2. Why is the main idea important?



New Text

1 book per teacher

1 per teacher

Summative
Assessment
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DIVIDE the unit 

into weeks and 

DISTRIBUTE 
the standards

Week Standards Texts

1 •Ask and answer questions to demonstrate 
understanding of a text (RL.3.1)
•Describe characters in a story 
(motivations) (RL.3.3) 

•Write narratives (W.3.3)
•Explain the function of adjectives and 
adverbs. (L.3.1.a)

Day 1- Essential Question PPT (TCR)
Day 2 Amos & Boris
Day 3 Amos & Boris 
Day 4 Amos & Boris (text talk)
Day 5 Sarah Plain and Tall (1st Letter)

2 •Describe characters in a story 
(motivations) (RL.3.3)
•Distinguish their own point of view from 
that of the narrator. (RL.3.6)

•Write narratives (W.3.3.b) Mentor Text:  
Sarah Plain and Tall, page 19
•Form and use irregular plural nouns 
(L.3.2.b)
•Produce simple sentences (L.3.2.i)

Sarah Plain and Tall Chapters 1-5

3 •Describe characters in a story 
(motivations) RL.3.3)
•Refer to parts of stories, and poems when 
writing or speaking about a text.(RL.3.5)
•Distinguish their own point of view from 
that of the narrator, (RL.3.6)

•Write narratives (W.3.3)
•Form and use irregular plural nouns 
(L.3.2.b)
•Produce simple sentences (L.3.2.i)

Sarah Plain and Tall Chapters 6-9



4 •Refer to parts of stories and poems when 
writing or speaking about a text (RL.3.5)
•Distinguish their own point of view from that 
of the narrator (RL.3.6)
•Write informative texts  (W.3.2.a)
•Form and use irregular verbs (L.3.1.d)
•Form and use simple verb tenses (L.3.1.e)
•Produce simple sentences (L.3.1.i)

Poems 
The Barracuda (TCR)
Sleepy Pearl
Do Oysters Sneeze?
From the Shore

5 •Determine the main idea of a text (RI.3.2)
•Use text features to locate information 
(RI.3.5)
•Compare and contrast two texts on the same 
topic  (RI.3.9)
•Write informative texts  (W.3.2)
•Conduct short research projects (W.3.7)
•Recall information from print sources (W.3.8)

6 •Ask and answer questions (RI.3.1)
•Use text features to locate information 
(RI.3.5)
•Write informative texts (W.3.2)
•Conduct short research projects (W.3.7)
•Recall information from print sources (W.3.8)
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Week Standards Essential Questions

1 •Ask and answer questions to 
demonstrate understanding of a text 
(RL.3.1)
•Describe characters in a story 
(motivations) (RL.3.3) 

•Write narratives (W.3.3)
•Explain the function of adjectives and 
adverbs. (L.3.1.a)

2 •Describe characters in a story 
(motivations) (RL.3.3)
•Distinguish their own point of view 
from that of the narrator. (RL.3.6)

•Write narratives (W.3.3.b) Mentor Text:  
Sarah Plain and Tall, page 19
•Form and use irregular plural nouns 
(L.3.2.b)
•Produce simple sentences (L.3.2.i)

3 •Describe characters in a story 
(motivations) RL.3.3)
•Refer to parts of stories, and poems 
when writing or speaking about a 
text.(RL.3.5)
•Distinguish their own point of view 
from that of the narrator, (RL.3.6)

•Write narratives (W.3.3)
•Form and use irregular plural nouns 
(L.3.2.b)
•Produce simple sentences (L.3.2.i)

What inspires 
writers and how?

Ask Essential Questions



4 •Refer to parts of stories and poems 
when writing or speaking about a text 
(RL.3.5)
•Distinguish their own point of view 
from that of the narrator (RL.3.6)
•Write informative texts  (W.3.2.a)
•Form and use irregular verbs (L.3.1.d)
•Form and use simple verb tenses 
(L.3.1.e)
•Produce simple sentences (L.3.1.i)

5 •Determine the main idea of a text 
(RI.3.2)
•Use text features to locate information 
(RI.3.5)
•Compare and contrast two texts on the 
same topic  (RI.3.9)
•Write informative texts  (W.3.2)
•Conduct short research projects 
(W.3.7)
•Recall information from print sources 
(W.3.8)

6 •Ask and answer questions (RI.3.1)
•Use text features to locate information 
(RI.3.5)
•Write informative texts (W.3.2)
•Conduct short research projects 
(W.3.7)
•Recall information from print sources 
(W.3.8)

Why is main idea 
important?



Main Idea Assessments  RI.3.2



Narrative Writing Task  W.3.3
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