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Activity 1- Before Reading

Look at the cover, table of contents, and pictures in the book. What do you think this book is about?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

After previewing the book, your brain must be bubbling with questions. List three questions about the book you have before we start reading.

1.__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3._______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Chapter 1 “My Father Meets The Cat”

Activity 2

1. The narrator of the story tells a tale about his father. What is the father’s name? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. The cat tells Elmer that he used to be a traveler. Where did he go on his travels?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Elmer wants an airplane so bad because he wishes to fly when he grows up. What is one thing you wish for when you grow up?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Draw a picture of your wish here:

Read Chapter 2 “My Father Runs Away”

Activity 3

1. On page 18 the cat describes the dragon. What does the dragon look like? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

Draw a picture of the dragon here:

2. What did the islanders use the dragon for?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

3. What did the cat promise the dragon?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Activity 4- Elmer’s Knapsack

Elmer packs a knapsack to take with him to the islands. Together we will make the knapsack that he brought with him and fill it with the items he took. Make a list of what Elmer put in the knapsack.

1. _________________________________________

2. _________________________________________

3. _________________________________________

4. _________________________________________

5. _________________________________________

6. _________________________________________

7. _________________________________________

8. _________________________________________

9. _________________________________________

10. ________________________________________

11. ________________________________________

12. ________________________________________

13. ________________________________________

14. ________________________________________

15. ________________________________________

16. ________________________________________

Mrs. Torrey will provide these items to make our knapsacks:

Manilla envelope

tin foil


white paper

2 sentence strips

markers


rubber bands

stapler



scissors
 

laminate sheet

brown lunch bag 

construction paper

Read Chapter 3 “My Father Finds The Island”

Activity 5

1. How did Elmer hide on the boat over to the Island of Tangerina? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How many tangerines did Elmer take off the tree he slept under?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. It was hard to get over the line of rocks to Wild Island. Tell me about two problems that Elmer had crossing over the rocks. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Activity 6

Together let’s examine the maps of the Island of Tangerina and Wild Island. 

What are three things you notice?

1.__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2._________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3._______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Draw one of the islands here:

Read Chapter 4 “My Father Finds The River”

Activity 7

Read these sentences from the book to try to figure out what the underlined word means. 

Pg. 32

“He could’ve eaten twelve but he hadn’t seen any tangerines on this island and he could not risk running out of something to eat.”

I think risk means _______________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pg. 36

“Just in time he heard one of them say, “There are three signs of an invasion. First, fresh tangerine peels were found under the wahoo bush near the Ocean Rocks.”

I think invasion means ____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Pg. 36

“You know, I think we are taking this all too seriously. Those peels probably floated over here all by themselves, and you know how unreliable mice are.”

I think unreliable means __________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Chapter 5 “My Father Meets Some Tigers”

Activity 8

1. What are some words to describe the jungle? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What did Elmer see that had 14 green eyes?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. How did Elmer trick the tigers?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Chapter 65 “My Father Meets A Rhinocerous”

Activity 9

Words for us to talk about

suspicious
weep
squirmed

muttering

1. Why did the rhinoceros weep? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How did Elmer help the rhino?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. If you were Elmer, how would you feel being tossed up and down by a rhinoceros?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Chapter 7 “My Father Meets A Lion”

Activity 10

1. Elmer meets a lion that is yelling at himself. What is he so mad about? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What did Elmer have in his knapsack that helped the lion?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Would you have helped the lion? Why or why not?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Chapter 8 “My Father Meets A Gorilla”

Activity 11

Elmer sees a crossroads sign in the trees. What does it say? If we put a crossroads sign in front of our classroom, how would we label it? Let’s make one together!

1. What are the names of the 6 monkeys that helped the gorilla? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Why did the monkeys need magnifying glasses?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Elmer seems brave to me. How do you know he is brave?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Read Chapter 9 “My Father Makes A Bridge”

Activity 12

TO SUMMON THE DRAGON, YANK THE CRANK

REPORT DISORDERLY CONDUCT
TO GORILLA

1. Elmer made a bridge to get over the river to rescue the dragon. How did he make it? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Today in class we will make a model of the bridge

 that Elmer made!

Read Chapter 10 “My Father Finds The Dragon”

Activity 13- Before Reading- make a list of all the animals that Elmer met in order.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1. How did Elmer rescue the dragon? __________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What made them laugh so hard?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Where were they going next?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Draw a picture of Elmer and the dragon here:

Activity 14

If there was one more chapter (chapter 11), what would you call it? 

Write that chapter here:

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Final Activity 

Tangerina and Wild Island are make believe islands. Create your own island. Name it, and make a map of it. Remember to label it and add land forms (rivers, mountains, etc). 
