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Assessing for Universal Screening: Encoding Skills 
 
You will need:  
DSA Form A: Letter Name Feature List (p. 54) 
DSA Form A: Letter Name Answer Card (p. 58) 
Answer Sheet: FORM A 

 
Administering the Test: 
Administer the assessment like a typical spelling assessment by reading each word and 
using it in a sentence (see the Letter Name Answer Card) . 

 
Scoring: 

 
Entire word is 
correct 

2 points correct word:  
jump 
 

student spelling: 

jump 

Total number of 
correct words = 
STAGE SCORE 

Only the feature 
is correct 

1 point correct word:  
jump 
 

student spelling: 

jemp 

 

Incorrect word 
and incorrect 
feature 

0 points correct word:  
jump 
 
student spelling: 

jup 

 

 
At the bottom right of each Student Assessment page, circle each number for which the 
student  scored a 1 or 2. Total the number of circled items in each column and write the 
score at the bottom of the column.  
 

A B C D E 

4 2 3 1 7 

10 12 5 6 9 

21 13 11 8 18 

22 14 15 17 19 

24 16 25 23 20 

5 5 1 4 4 
 
For Summary Score:   
Correct word=2    Correct feature only=1     Incorrect word and feature=0     
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