Primory ond Secondary SOUI‘CGS

Primory and secondary sources are both essential to the s+udy of peop|e and cultures pos+ and
presen+, and students should be introduced to both Jrypes of materials and learn to utilize them

+09e+her +0 COI’IS'I'I"UC'I' unders+onding.

What is a Primary source’

A primory source is a document or physico| objec+ which was written or created during the time
under s+udy. These sources were presen+ during an experience or time period and offer an inside
view of a por+icu|c|r event. Primory sources that are +hough+fu||y selected can he|p to bring
his+ory and cultures to life for students. Most bosico"y. 'H\ey are defined as the direct evidence
of a time and p|oce that you are s+udyin9 - any material (documents, objec’rs, etc.) that was
produced by eyewi+nesses to or por+icipon+s in an event or historical moment under inves+igo+ion.

Some +ypes O'F primqry sources inc|ude:

. ORIGINAL DOCUMENTS (excerp+s or translations occep+ob|e): Diaries, speeches.
monuscrip+s, letters, interviews, news film foo+09e. au+obiogrophies. official records

. CREATIVE WORKS: Poe+ry, drama, novels, music, art

« RELICS OR ARTIFACTS: PoH’ery. furniture, c|o+hing. bui|din9s

The fo"owing are exomples of primory sources when +hey are used to answer c{'ueerions about
the time or p|ace in which +|1ey were produced:

pho+ogrophs - immigroﬁon records

letters - drowings

artifacts = maps from the p|ace or time
diaries - ships' |ogs

works of art such as . |edger books
pcin+in9s/scu|p+ures/cLuiH's = labor records

fiction = recorded oral histories and peop|e speo|<in9
poe+ry for themselves

J'ourno|s = texts or recordings of speeches
au+obi09rophies » architectural landmarks

music and songs . chor+s/9rophs

memoirs = sound recordings

cartoons - documen+ory film

census records




What is a secondary source’!

A secondary source in+erpre+s and ana|yzes primary sources. These sources are one or more
s+eps removed from the event. Secondary sources may have pic+ures, q'uoi'es or 9raphics of
primary sources in them. Secondary sources are in+erpre+a+ions - often 9enera+ed by scholars -
that are based upon the examination of muH’ip|e primary sources.

Some +ypes O'F secondary sources inc|ude:

« PUBLICATIONS: Textbooks, magazine articles, histories, criticisms, commentaries,

encyc|opedias

The fo"owing are examp|es O'F secondary sources:

" reference books . 9enera| historical works and monographs
" P°PUI°r periodica| literature Monographs are fu||-|en9+h books dea|in9
. his+ory textbooks with a re|a+ive|y narrow +opic and

+ypica||y are intended for peop|e with
some background in the subjec+.

radio or television documentaries Monographs +)’Pi°°")' re|y on P"ima")'
sources and are well-documented, with
numerous citations.

J'ourna| articles

Adap‘l‘ed 'From...www.prince+on.edu and www.primarysource.orq

Resources 'FOP primary and secondary sources:

WWW.primarysource.orq
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hH’p://www.|oc.gov/+eachers/c|assroommaJreria|s/primarysourcese+s/

h++p://www.ya|ewww.primarysource.org.edu/co"ecﬁons co||abora‘|'ive/primarysources/primarysources.h+m|

hH‘p://www.|ibrary.i||inois.edu/u9|/howdoi/secondarysources.h+m|
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http://www.princeton.edu/
http://www.primarysource.org/
http://www.primarysource.org/
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/primarysourcesets/
http://www.yale.edu/collections_collaborative/primarysources/primarysources.html
http://www.yale.edu/collections_collaborative/primarysources/primarysources.html
http://www.library.illinois.edu/ugl/howdoi/secondarysources.html

