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folly an act of foolishness or a lack of good sense silliness

tinker

to play around with something or to try to 

change or fix it.

mess around  

play with    

notches to cut a notch in 

nick, grove, 

dent

enlighten to make understand for the first time

inform          

set straight

ingrained done so often as to be part of 

inborn                

inherent

expound to explain further or in more detail

clarify                 

explain

scrutinized   

to look at something very closely or very 

carefully

study                   

examine

refute  to prove that something is false

disprove             

expose

heresy a belief that goes against accepted practice

disbelief              

error

decrepit broken down by age, illness or hard use.

feeble                   

frail

cog

one of many teeth on a wheel that fit into teeth 

on another wheel and turn it:

gear                      

wheel 

automation

the use of machines and technology to make 

processes run on their own without manpower

motorization      

robotization 

The Invention of Hugo 

Cabret                                

By Brian Selznick  

cavernous                       

dexterity                         

deftly

So You Want To Be An 

Inventor?                          

By Judith St. George and 

David Small

hoaxer                                   

barriers

Starry Messenger               

By Galileo Galilei 

sage                                  

misconception             

seminar

The Apprentice                  

By Pilar Molina Llorente 

and Juan Ramon Alonso 

thrived                             

celestial                          

prominences                 

innumerable                 

summoned
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evolved pg. 50

to develop, change

develop                

emerge

primitive  pg. 50

unchanged since ancient times

first                     

simple

vogue  pg. 57

something popular or fashionable

trend                  

style

craggy rough, rugged

jagged                 

rocky

colossal something massive in size

huge                   

enormous

daunting to make afraid, discourage

horrify                

frighten

Leonardo Beautiful 

Dreamer                            

By Robert Byrd

voracious                        

intrigued                         

inquisitive                      

tantalized 

Toys! Amazing Stories 

Behind Some Great 

Inventions By Don. L 

Wulffson and Laurie Keller    

Bicycles 
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