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Book Title
Selected Tier 

II Words
Kid Friendly Definition

Related 

Words
Spanish 

Cognates

Additional Tier II 

Words

fretting to worry fluster           

hurdle an obstacle; something that stands in the way

clammy moist, damp
slimey           

gloomy

soared to fly through the air with no difficulty

swirled to mofe in a twisting or turning motion

pride to feel good about yourself confidence

budge to move a little
bend             

change

protests a complaint challenge

motivated to give a reason to do something
suggest        

persuade

Dear Mr. 

Rosenwald  (1920) (Carole 

Boston Weatherford)

fidgiting

rally

sprouted

beamed

Henry’s Freedom Box: A 

True Story from the 

Underground 

Railroad  (1849) (Ellen 

Levine and Kadir Nelson)

twisted

delivered

arranged

Sit-In: How Four Friends 

Stood Up by Sitting 

Down  (1960) (Andrea D. 

and Brian Pinkney)

bitter

committed

loafing

resist
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haven a place of safety
retreat           

shelter

shun to keep away from; avoid
reject            

refuse            

snub

woes

great suffering from loss

saddness

problems or hardship

sadness       

burden          

disaster

damp a little wet

stretched
to make a body part longer by reaching out

to make longer or wider by pulling

blistering
very intense

hurts like a burn

convinced
to make a person agree with you

to make a person believe something

protested
To complain about  or object to something that 

you feel is wrong

Martin's Big Words 

(Doreen Rappaport)

Moses: When Harriet 

Tubman Led Her People to 

Freedom  (c.1820-1913) 

(Carole Boston 

Weatherford and Kadir 

Nelson)

gazes

murmurs

chance

creeps

flutters

startled

wobbles

lulls

snarl

ceases

babbling

churns

glimpsed

nabbing

dreaded

The Other Side  (1950s) 

(Jacqueline Woodson and 

E.B. Lewis)
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