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Essential Questions

How can we gain information from 
texts to use in our writing?

The Amazing 
Animal World



Week Standards Texts/Resources

How can we gain information from texts to use in our writing?

1 •Ask and answer questions (RI.1.1)
•Identify main topic and retell key details (RI.1.2)
•Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the 
meaning of words (RI.1.4)
•Write informative/explanatory texts (W.1.2)
•Use singular and plural nouns (L.1.1c)

Art: Cat and Bird
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•H.12.1.5 Explain the significance of national holidays and 
the achievement of people associated with them

Columbus Day falls on Oct. 10
within this unit. Explain the 

significance and achievement of 
Columbus.

BrainPop Columbus Day

https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/holidays/columbusday/preview.weml
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/holidays/columbusday/preview.weml
https://jr.brainpop.com/socialstudies/holidays/columbusday/preview.weml


Week Standards Texts/Resources

How can we gain information from texts to use in our writing?

2 •Ask and answer questions (RI.1.1)
•Identify main topic and retell key details (RI.1.2)
•Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning 
of words in a text (RI.1.4)
•Distinguish between information provided by pictures and 
information provided by the words (RI.1.6)
•Use the illustrations and details in a text to describe its key ideas 
(RI.1.7)
•Write informative/explanatory texts (W.1.2)
•Produce simple declarative & interrogative sentences in response to 
prompts (L.1.1j) (Starfish in CC book sets 1 & 2 only. Set 3 & 

4 need to borrow).
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•C.3.1.2 Describe ways people improve communities 

Curious George Takes a Job          The Night Worker                  My Teacher Sleeps in School

(Hyperlinked-Introduce Starfish story 
to connect with making a difference in 
your community) 

http://www.pstarfish.org/why-the-name-project-starfish/


Week Standards Texts

How can we gain information from texts to use in our writing?

3 •Retell stories, including key details (RL.1.2)
•Describe characters using key details (RL.1.3)
•Explain major differences between books that tell stories and books 
that give information (RL.1.5)
•Distinguish between information provided by pictures and information 
provided by the words (RI.1.6)
•Use illustrations & details to describe key ideas (RI.1.7)
•Write informative/explanatory texts (W.1.2)
•Define words by category and by one or more key attributes (L.1.5b)



Week Standards Texts

How can we gain information from texts to use in our writing?

4 •Ask and answer questions (RL.1.1)
•Retell stories, including key details (RL.1.2)
•Describe characters using key details (RL.1.3)
•Know and use various text features to locate key facts (RI.1.5)
•Write informative/explanatory texts (W.1.2)
•Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details (SL.1.4)
•Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions (SL.1.5)

Optional 
text, week 4



Week Standards Texts/Resources

How can we gain information from texts to use in our writing?

5 •Retell stories, including key details.(RL.1.2)
•Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of 
words in a text (RI.1.4)
•Write informative/explanatory texts (W.1.2)
•Participate in shared research and writing projects (W.1.7)
•Sort words into categories to gain a sense of the concepts the categories 
represent (L.1.5a) Stellaluna

book cover
is linked to online
text.
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•C.2.1.4 Use listening, consensus-building, and voting procedures in the 
classroom.

Click picture for ballots and “voter registration” cards.

Read Grace for President and Duck for 
President and hold a mock election 
where students vote for Grace or 
Duck.

http://www.storylineonline.net/stellaluna/
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0ByBagqlM6QQHeE5udTQ4cl9GelU/edit?pli=1


Week Standards Texts/Resources

How can we gain information from texts to use in our writing?

6 •Ask and answer questions to help determine or clarify the meaning of words 
in a text (RI.1.4)
•Identify the main topic and retell key details (RI.1.2)
•Write informative/explanatory texts (W.1.2)
•Participate in shared research and writing projects (W.1.7 )
•Distinguish shades of meaning among verbs differing in manner by defining 
or choosing them or by acting out the meanings (L.1.5d)




